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Jamaica Diaspora Conference 2013 Schedule

Draft 7
Theme

A Nation on a Mission: Jamaica-Diaspora Partnership for Development
June 16 – DIASPORA DAY

9:00 A.M.

Registration
DIASPORA GOLF TOURNAMENT
10.00AM 

DIASPORA ADVISORY BOARD MEETING
Opening of Conference and Welcome Reception

The Opening Ceremony and the reception will set a high energy tone and commitment for action. The décor will follow that of the Jamaica House in the UK during the Olympics in 2012 and reflect the integral role of the Diaspora in organizing the JA 50 events in their different locations. It will also incorporate the message that Diaspora Conference 2013 is building on the legacy elements of JA 50 by consolidating opportunities for business investment and trade during and after 2013 as well as consolidating and expanding the critical areas of contributions of the Diaspora  in the social development of Jamaica especially in the areas of healthcare and education.
There will be a combination of motivating messages from key speakers led by the Prime Minister, entertainment showcasing the best of our music and culture as well as a multimedia montage of the continuing contributions and achievements of the Diaspora to Development.
6:00PM – 7:00PM 
Opening Ceremony
Welcome and Opening Comments

Greetings

Jamaica Diaspora Contributions and Achievements – Video Presentation  

Highlighting the contributions and achievements of Jamaicans at in Diaspora locations and their contributions to Jamaica in areas such as education, sports, healthcare, business, political representation throughout the years.

Key Note Address

Introduction of Key Note Speaker


7:00PM – 8:30PM
Welcome Reception 
June 17 – Day 1

8:00AM – 8:30AM 

Registration
Session 1

8.30AM – 11.00AM

OPENING PLENARY 
Jamaica’s Growth and Investment Strategy and Vision 2030 Jamaica National Plan
Vision 2030 Jamaica National Plan presents the vision of the country outlining the areas of focus for Jamaica’s growth and development. Key to the successful execution of the Vision 2030 Jamaica National Plan is the adoption of strategic initiatives that will drive sustainable growth and long-term economic development. Central to the achievement of the plan’s objectives is the implementation of transformative approaches for economic growth and a job creation. The Jamaica Logistics Hub and the Redevelopment of Kingston, are central to this.
The proposed Jamaica Logistics Hub will be the centrepiece of the country’s economic strategy in the medium to long term.  The Hub represents a comprehensive and transformative approach to spurring growth in all sectors of Jamaica’s economy as it will position Jamaica as the 4th node in the Global Logistics Network. Additionally, it will not only provide the platform for new industries to emerge, but will also position the country to better integrate traditional industries into the global value chain. The Hub will therefore serve to transform Jamaica’s economy toward a path that can guarantee for our people an increasing share of higher-value jobs and greater opportunities for the development of the knowledge sector of our economy.

A vibrant and dynamic capital city is the pulse of major business and social activity. The Government of Jamaica (GOJ) views the repositioning of Kingston, particularly the downtown area, as a major prong in its overarching economic development plan.  Redevelopment efforts for the City of Kingston will seek to inter alia:

· Define the capital as the seat of Government

· Improve the physical and social infrastructure

· Stimulate renewed interest and increased economic vibrancy for urban regeneration, economic growth and human development.

With the achievement of these objectives it is anticipated that Kingston’s profile as a major city within the Caribbean and wider region, will raise exponentially, thereby contributing to holistic growth that will create ripple effects for Jamaica’s other urban spaces. 

8:30AM – 9:00AM

Overview: DVD PRESENTATION
9:00 AM – 10.30AM
 PARTICIPATORY DIALOGUE: INTERACTIVE Discussion and QUESTIONS AND AnswerS
One of the core goals of Vision 2030 Jamaica National Plan is that Jamaica’s economy is prosperous. This dialogue will examine Jamaica’s Growth and Investment Strategy for realizing this goal. The dialogue will focus on two major projects and give examples of opportunities for Diaspora Investment and the use of Diaspora Skills and expertise:

1. Jamaica’s key strategies for  investment for economic growth and job creation

2. Key mega development and investment projects :

a.  Global Logistics Hub

b. Urban Regeneration and Revival: The Kingston Redevelopment Project 

10:30AM – 12.30 PM 
BREAK, MARKETPLACE AND Business Tours
1. Concurrent BUSINESS AND  

   INVESTMENT CONSULTATIONS

BUSINESS AND INVESTMENT CONSULTATION A
Tourism: Medical Tourism; Diversifying Jamaica’s World-Class Tourism Product:  Opportunities Available in Health & Wellness Tourism
BUSINESS AND INVESTMENT CONSULTATION B 
Jamaica: The Ideal Nearshore Destination: Call Centres, Business Process Outsourcing
2. BUSINESS MEETINGS WITH POTENTIAL DIASPORA INVESTORS INTERESTED IN THE Global logistics Hub and Kingston REdevelOPMENT PROJECT

3. interaction and consultation sessions and WORKSHOPS WITH key Government Ministries and Agencies AND FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

· Land and Home Ownership – National Land Agency(NLA) 

· Returning Residents integration  -  Registrar General Department ( RGD)  , Passport Immigration and Citizenship Agency (PICA), Jamaica  Customs
· Mortgages for Land and Home Ownership  –  Financial Institutions  and National housing Trust ( NHT)
4. Future LEADERS WORKSHOP: Innovation, Social Entrepreneur ship and Volunteerism

This session will focus on projects in the Diaspora and in Jamaica with which future leaders can be involved to achieve the objectives of their Conference in Jamaica in 2009.

5.  EXPRESS SERVICES BY GOVERNMENT AGENCIES BUSINESS 

RGD and PICA to provide passport and birth certificate services at the Conference. This would enable Delegates to apply for their passport or birth certificate and pick –up the finished product at the end of the Conference.

NHT in collaboration with NIS and financial institutions providing mortgages providing service for accessing NHT benefits
6. BUSINESS TOURS TO SELECTED SITES
12.30PM – 2:00PM

LUNCH & NETWORKING
Key Note Address
SESSION 2: PLENARY 
2:00 PM– 4:00 PM
International Migration and Development: Business Opportunities Arising from Jamaica’s International Migration and Development Policy
Diaspora Policy and International Relations of countries of origin have a significant impact on Diaspora Engagement and partnerships.


As Jamaica seeks to maximize the value of its Diaspora, information sharing and learning from best practices of mature Diasporas is important. 
During this session we will explore lessons from two countries which have successfully engaged their Diasporas in the economic development of their homelands- Israel and Ireland. What lessons can be learnt from the Israeli and Irish experience for Jamaica’s own Diaspora and how can members of the Diaspora be more fully engaged in the development of the homeland? 
Experiences and lessons related to the Jamaican Diaspora movement will also be highlighted.
2.00 PM – 2.05PM
Welcome   AND INTRODUCTION OF SPEAKERS

2.05 AM – 2.50PM
A tale of 4 COUNTRIES: Lessons from Israel, Ireland, INDIA AND JAMAICA
2:50 PM – 4:00PM
PARTICIPATORY DIALOGUE: INTERACTIVE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
FOCUS: International migration: STRATEGIES FOR TRADE, INVESTMENT AND DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIPS
Engagement and partnership with the Diaspora should focus on two major objectives:

1. Empowering members of the Diaspora to succeed where they reside.

2. Maximizing the value of the Diaspora to Jamaica’s sustainable development. 

This dialogue will examine two related areas:

a. Jamaica’s Policy for meaningful Engagement and Partnerships with the Diaspora

b. Facilitating Trade and Investment Partnerships

 4:00PM – 4:30 PM

BREAK
4:30PM – 5:30 PM   

CONCURRENT SESSIONS 

SESSION 3
CREATINg a safe, peaceful and harmonious environment in Jamaica

A core goal of Vision 2030 is to ensure that the Jamaican society is secure, cohesive and just. This session will present strategies for achieving this goal.
DVD PresentAtion

PARTICIPATORY DIALOGUE: INTERACTIVE DISCUSSION and Questions and AnswerS 

SESSION 4
Mobilizing and Connecting Future Leaders
The focus of this session is to identify   specific strategies or actions that will mobilize and connect our young people in Diaspora locations. 
 Important areas that will be considered is facilitating  “intellectual remittances” and cross cultural exchanges for  connecting young people on the ground in Jamaica with those in the Diaspora (university student governments, youth groups, young professional associations and the like) around common causes. In addition strategies such as mentorship and birthright programmes will be explored.

5:30PM – 8:00 PM  
MARKETPLACE AND CONCURRENT SESSIONS
5.30 PM – 6.30 PM
DIASPORA location Meetings – USA, Canada and UK
 



1.  JAMAICAn DIASPORA, usa
TOPIC:  FATCA – FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS TRANSACTION COMPLIANCE ACT –impact on Diaspora Investment and Financial transactions with Jamaica 

The Foreign Accounts Transactions Compliance Act (FATCA) have significant implications for members of the Diaspora investing in Jamaica and our local financial institutions which facilitate and benefit from these transactions. There are readiness and policy issues for Jamaica as well as the lobbying influence of the Diaspora and the Jamaican government that should be explored. This session will examine these issues with focus on:
1. Compliance requirements  of FATCA and  categories of persons to whom they apply

2.  Impact of compliance Requirements of FATCA  and implications for  Financial institutions in Jamaica

3. Impact of FATCA on Diaspora investment and  financial transactions with Jamaica





INTERACTIVE DISCUSSION





2.  JAMIACAn DIASPORA UK





TOPIC: Air Passenger Duty (APD) 

Impact of Air Passenger Duty (APD) on Diaspora Travel 

Diaspora Visitors account for an estimated 11-15% % of visitors to Jamaica. The APD has a severe impact on the cost of airline tickets for individuals and families out of the UK. 

This session will focus on the lobbying strategies that can be use to influence changes to the UK policies for the APD.

      



JAMAICAN DIASPORA, CANADA  

TOPIC:  Helping the Diaspora Prosper: The Canadian Experience

Migrants often face a number of challenges when assimilating within the culture of foreign a country. This session will focus on some of the main issues faced by migrants and how an
informed and sustained effort can better address the needs of the Diaspora community and facilitate their presence and contribution, principally:

· Adaptation Issues

· Labour and Certification

· Deportation

· Diaspora diplomacy
6:30PM – 8:00 pm
Business consultations AND NETWORKING with exhibitors and sponsors 
8:00PM


Dinner
June 18 –Day 2

Session 1 
Major Investment Opportunities for the Diaspora 

Leveraging brand Jamaica to Create Your Own Business Venture

Brand Jamaica’s equity has grown exponentially over the years particularly given the rise in the country’s prominence in the international sporting arena. The Jamaican Diaspora plays a key role in the positive promotion of the country through their power as foreign brand ambassadors, but how can this be leveraged for economic development?

This session will explore ways in which this can be achieved through maximizing business opportunities available both in Jamaica and in overseas markets.

9:00AM – 9:30 AM
 
Overview - DVD Presentation
9:30AM – 11:00 PM
PARTICIPATORY DIALOGUE: INTERACTIVE Discussion and QuestionS and AnswerS

1. Distributing Brand Jamaica: Opportunities in Supply and Distribution 

2. Selling Brand Jamaica Overseas
3. Creating Brand Jamaica: Producing and Marketing Authentic Jamaican Products

11:00AM – 1:00PM

BREAK, MARKETPLACE AND BUSINESS     

                              
 
TOURS

1. CONCURRENT BUSINESS CONSULTATIONS

BUSINESS CONSULTATION 1
Creative Industries and Sports…The Opportunities for Business

Jamaica has continuously demonstrated the vibrancy of its Creative Industries through its dynamic and diverse culture.  Not only have the creative industries served to further enhance Jamaica as a unique destination for film, fashion and music ventures but it has also contributed significantly to the country’s economy. 

Sports, like the Creative Industries, have long been acknowledged as a key contributor to Jamaica’s national growth and development. Jamaica’s reputation as a leader in sports has catapulted due to the success of its athletes at the last two Olympic Games and World Championship Games. As a result of such success Jamaica has received unprecedented positive attention. One of the key thrusts arising from this attention is to determine how the success of the athletes and resultant attention can be leveraged for the promotion of the island in other ways particularly as it relates to business. This dialogue will discuss initiatives which seek to further develop both sectors while leveraging the country’s reputation in both for promotion of other areas such as tourism, investment and trade.

1. The Business of Sports 

2. The Power of the Creative Industries: Leveraging Culture for Economic Growth and Development




BUSINESS CONSULTATION 2 





Agriculture and Agro Parks: 
                                               Jamaica’s Food security and Export Opportunities for   

                                               Agriculture and Agribusiness

BUSINESS CONSULTATION 3

Trade Agreements: 
1. Market Access Opportunities

This consultation will highlight investment opportunities for the Diaspora, by utilizing existing trade agreements. The focus will be on benefits such as:
· Ease of access to penetrate markets

· Business opportunities in host countries

· Opportunities for the creation of tour operation businesses

· Investment in Jamaican businesses

· Ability to tap into markets provided for by the existing EPA and the FTA with Cuba etc.

· CSME could attract Foreign Direct Investment, International Finance and ICT

· CBI and CARIBCAN allows for trade with specific products.




2. FUTURE LEADERS WORKSHOP 

Leveraging New Technologies and Social Media for Wealth Creation 





3. BUSINESS TOURS

 4. EXPRESS SERVICE BY GOVERNMENT AGENCIES

1:00PM – 2:00PM

LUNCH & NETWORKING
Model Farm and Agri-Parks initiative in Brazil: Can this be replicated in Jamaica? 

Session 2


2:00 PM – 4:00 PM
Venture Capital and Capital Market Investment:
THE OPTIONS FOR FINANCING MY BUSINESS LOCALLY OR OVERSEAS  

This session will examine the various channels through which persons can access financing for their business opportunity. Hear from local experts regarding options for obtaining financing through the development banks, the stock market or venture capitalist. Hear from overseas experts on special financing conduits for minority owned business and other forms of funding.
2:00P.M – 2:30P.M

DVD Presentation 

2:30P.M – 4:30 PM  
PARTICIPATORY DIALOGUE:
INTERACTIVE DISCUSSION and QuestionS and AnswerS



FOCUS: Opportunities to INVEST in Business in Jamaica

· Diaspora Bond for Investment and Engagement

· Jamaica Stock Exchange (JSE) and the Junior Stock Market: Opportunities for Diaspora Investment 

· Financing Your Investment through the Development Bank of Jamaica (DBJ)



FOCUS: Opportunities FOR Venture CapItal FOR MSME’S  
· Micro Small and Medium Sized Enterprises (MSMEs):Opportunities for Diaspora  Venture Capital Partnerships  

· Leveraging Minority Loans for Business

4:30PM – 7:00 PM

BREAK AND Marketplace 

Concurrent Interactive sessions and business consultations with Financial Institutions and visits with exhibitors and networking

Jamaica Stock Exchange Interaction with potential 

                                                Diaspora Investors and: 
Junior Stock Market Companies:( eg LASCO Manufacturing, Dolphin Cove, Kingston Live Entertainment
) 

Brokerage Houses e.g. Mayberry Investment; 

SAGICOR, JN, VMBS
Interaction with potential Diaspora investors for 

MSMEs Businesses and Projects and 




Micro Loan Companies

Interaction with potential Diaspora investors for Diaspora Bond and representatives from Ministry of Finance and Bank of Jamaica (BOJ)






7:00PM


Dinner
June 19 – Day 3

CONCURRENT SESSIONS
PHILANTHROPY SOCIAL INVESTMENT AND DIPLOMACY

Major Socio-cultural Investment Opportunities for the Diaspora 
Three core goals of the Vision 2030 Jamaica National Plan speak to ensuring that Jamaicans are empowered to achieve their fullest potential and that Jamaica has a healthy natural environment and making Jamaica prosperous. The Diaspora makes significant contributions in Healthcare and Education – social remittances.  There is need to consolidate social remittances and also expand the opportunities to invest in infrastructure development and services related to four areas:
1. Health: New hospitals; electronic records management for hospitals

2. Creative Industries: Music, Entertainment, Fashion, Film and Movies

3. Sports: Building Multi-purpose sports facilities, Sports business industry

4. Education: New schools and Refurbishing and upgrading school buildings and Diaspora Expertise for educational programmes

SESSION 1
DIASPORA CONTRIBUTIONS AND INVESTMENTS 
FOR HEALTHCARE IN JAMAICA  

9:00 am – 9.30am  

DVD PRESENTATION
9:30 am – 11:00am
PARTICIPATORY DIALOGUE: discussion and Questions and answerS 
The dialogue will focus on Diaspora – Ministry of Health and private sector partnership for actioning major items from the Diaspora Healthcare Fact Finding mission October 2011:

· Professional medical  and healthcare  missions  for services to Jamaican communities

· Equipment for hospitals and health clinics

· Pharmaceutical supplies Infrastructure and management  development  - refurbishing existing healthcare facilities and New hospitals; and Electronic records management for hospitals

SESSION 2


EDUCATION


9:00am – 9.30am  


DVD PRESENTATION
9:30am – 11:00am
PARTICIPATORY DIALOGUE: INTERACTIVE DISCUSSION and QuestionS and answerS 

The dialogue will focus on: Advancing education in Jamaica: (Meeting Challenges of 21st Century) with a cooperative Diaspora community:

· Facilitating and consolidating Diaspora contributions  and Diaspora Expertise for educational programmes

· Public - Private partnerships with the Diaspora  for investments for New schools and Refurbishing and upgrading school buildings 

11:00AM – 1:00PM
BREAK, MARKETPLACE AND Business Tours Concurrent interactive sessions and business consultations
Tourism

Music and entertainment

Film and Movie Production

Fashion

Healthcare

Education –NET  

Sports  
1:00PM – 2:00PM


LUNCH & NETWORKING


GOVERNOR GENERAL’S DIASPORA BUSINESS AND DEVELOPMENT AWARDS 
2:00PM – 4:00PM  


PLENARY SESSION

THEME: IMPACT OF HOST COUNTRY POLICIES ON DIASPORA MEMBERS AND JAMAICA 

TOPIC:  IMMIGRATION: THE IMPACT OF RELATED POLICIES AND LEGISLATION ON DIASPORA MEMBERS AND JAMAICA
There are important policies by Governments in our major Diaspora locations which impact on members of our Diaspora and Jamaica. 

The session will be dedicated to discussing IMMIGRATION issues pertinent to the different areas of residence by Jamaicans overseas and to recent legislative and other proposals that impact them

 Immigration policies and legislation in the host countries such as the USA, UK and Canada have a significant impact on members of our Diaspora as well as persons in Jamaica who plan to migrate. The acceptance of Jamaicans by other countries has for long constituted an opportunity for our people to develop skills and increase their earning power and standard of living, all of which have been of tremendous benefits to their homeland.  There are policies that facilitate this process such as the temporary foreign worker programme, family reunification provisions, scholarship programmes, and trade agreements. We need to examine, how they can be strengthened. There are also policies which pose problems for members of our Diaspora.  The vigilance of the Diaspora and their lobbying influence are critical to ensure that immigrants can better use opportunities thus created to benefit Jamaica’s development as well as to lobby for changes to host country policies which pose problems for Diaspora members as well as Jamaica. 
This discussion will focus on: 

1. The impact of Immigration and related policies and legislation on:
     a. Deportation, stigma and marginalization
     b. Access to social benefits such as education and healthcare         
i. Portability and Transferability of Pension and Health Insurance.
ii. Labour mobility across countries: opportunities and challenges

2. Strategies of Diaspora community for influencing immigration  and related policies and legislation  in host  countries as well as maximizing the use of opportunities provided by  these policies.






PARTICIPATORY DIALOGUE: INTERACTIVE 






DISCUSSION

4:00PM – 4:30PM


BREAK

4.30PM – 5.45 PM
 

CLOSING SESSION
4:30PM – 4:45PM   
The Role of the Diaspora- Innovation and Jamaica: Utilization of Diaspora’s Goodwill, Skills & Opportunities

4:45PM – 5:45 PM
Post Conference Opportunities and Actions 
1. Summary Presentation by Conference Rapporteur – Professor Neville Ying
2.  MAPPING THE WAY FORWARD:

Identifying Post Conference Implementation Team (Diaspora/Government/Private Sector) and Key Working groups for converting Conference recommendation into a manageable and actionable list of items and guiding their implementation prior to the next Conference.  

NOTE: There will be an overall Conference Rapporteur. In addition there will be a rapporteur for each session and special workshops in the MARKETPLACE.

The CONFERENCE RAPPORTEUR and this Team will meet each day to focus their report on key recommendations and post conference actions leading to a report for the Closing session and recommendations for action for the post conference Implementation Team.
8:00PM – 10:30PM    


AMAZING JAMAICA NIGHT 



MUSIC, FASHION, FOOD AND ENTERTAINMENT
DAY OF SERVICE - THURSDAY JUNE 20  

· POST CONFERENCE DIASPORA OUTREACH  - COMMUNITY PROJECTS IN HEALTHCARE AND EDUCATION

· BUSINESS AND LEISURE TOURS 
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